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the officials’ statements. Mr. Fielding
did not return calls to his office.

As of two months ago, Reagan Ad- .
‘ministration officials acknowledged |
that not a single top Reagan official!
and only 2 handful of people in lower
ranks had signed the new
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ear.
White House did not reach a compro-
. mentation of Mr. Reagan’s original di- ; delays, they said they were attempting

' Oneofficial said the White House was
REAGAN TO RELENT - hoping “‘to remove it as a sore spot, a
. |sou.roe of controversy” in an election
mise with Congress, the President
could reissue the order if re-elected.
jrective until April 15, with some Re- | to proceed cautiously because of the op-
publicans joining in attacking it. Sena- :‘>position in Congress. :

Order on Polygraph Tests Also

to Be Withheld, Aide Says Tong aries McC. Mathias J7. of Mary- Opposed by A.C.L.U.
s create " sysiem | Around the same time, in a debate
. . whichwoulgallgtheomtg:l;;fone: bytheAmer!m'nBar -
‘ . A Administration . sponsored ; Associ
~ By LESLIE MAITLAND mmzn' ‘| of their predecessors.” & mﬂ:mh:srﬂ g:ieed 'thatthi:‘AélI:
. STheNevYerTime . C White House Discossion | cajly different from previous adminis-
WASHINGTON, Feb. 14— President | Internal .debate -about changing or " trations” in attempting to safeguard

Reagan -has decided. to.suspend" key | withdrawing the controversial featires |- national security.

provisions of a widely opposed national
security order that would impose life-
long censorship on more than J28000
Government officials and greatly ex-
pand the use of lie-detector tests, an

But Floyd Abrams, a New York law-

of the order began more than a month !
i ted many news

ago, according to one Administration . yer who has
official involved. In a in the
Roosevelt Room of the White House a
few weeks ago, he said, top members of
the Administration discussed whethe

ernment, described the Reagan poli
as fundamentally different from thatco%
previous administrations. A specialist

organizations in battles with the Gov- .

Administration official said today.
The official said that those features |
of the directive, issued by Mr. Reagan :

in the First Amendment, Mr. Abrams
contended that the Administration’s

The official said that among those || “fixation” on pational security came

hstMargb_blnsidetrackedanpimlimmumeme 3d, the | “‘at the expense of freedom of expres-
Hill, would be withheld while the Ad-| White House - Counselor; James A. | sion.” :

ini ﬁmuiedw_negoﬂateamm-'Bakerad,thechiefofmﬂ,MiGhael . i

ise with C i = fDeaver,th_edep\nychgefofstaﬂ, " The American Civil Liberties Union

has also spoken out against Mr. Rea-
,gan’s directive. John Shattuck, its
. . ileglislativell director, said the order's
| i policy on lie-detector tests raised con-
Con- ’gmm&eg? | stitutional questions. The directive
{warns Federal employees that an
-agency investigating an unauthorized -
disclosure of information might decide
that “‘adverse consequences will follow
meeting, || an employee’s refusal to te
with a polygraph examination.”

bandle highly classified information to
sign pledges agreeing to submit, for the -istration did
rest -of their lives, ::3 writings ‘for - the directive more palatable, it would
| "prepublication’ review” by Govern- be forced to deal with solution pro-
vided by Congress. '

| ment censors. .

| Both these key provisions would be -

|rescinded, the official said. Among -
other provisions, the order requires
agencies to adopt new policies on re-

. porting unauthorized disclosures of in-

The White House, this official and
others said, seemed to be inclined to
withdraw the controversial aspects of
the order. o -

Mr. Willurd, who is acting as chief of

: . the Justice t's civil division
gtormauonandoneantac;between,em-_mdm the )
ol 3 ists. ' Y the he could not comment on
, Several Administration officials said |

‘Mr. Reagan's decision was aimed at
‘eliminating & potentia! political prob-
‘lem caused by widespread criticism of

- I the far-reaching order. .
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